Events
Guide
February to June 2020

Helping it Happen
Our Helping it Happen Awards showcase the
very best land-based businesses in rural Scotland.
The awards open for entries in the spring. We have several categories from tourism to
farming and from education to housing. Please register your interest in entering the awards by
emailing communications@scottishlandandestates.co.uk and we will let you know when
the awards open. Visit our website for information on previous winners:
www.scottishlandandestates.co.uk/helping-it-happen
Thank you to our category sponsors:

Conservation Award

Enhancing our Environment Award

Rural Housing Award

Rural Business Award

Tourism Award

Innovation in Farming Award

Events Guide

Welcome!

February to June 2020

Welcome to our events guide February-June 2020. Our colleagues have been
busy organising some excellent events for you taking place across the country.
We have a wide range of short ‘walk & talk’ events offering you a unique behind-thescenes look at members’ businesses as well as half-day seminars on practical topics to
help your business and round-table discussions with key industry figures. Our flagship
annual conference is a must-attend event, offering insight, debate and a fantastic
networking opportunity and our members’ reception at the Royal Highland Show is the
social event of the summer! Some of our events are exclusively for members and some
are open to non-members. We look forward to seeing you at our events in 2020.

How to book
All events should be booked in advance online via our website.

1

If you are a member log in to our website
www.scottishlandandestates.co.uk to
ensure you receive the member rate.

2

Click on the event you wish to book.

3

Click the ‘book now’ button.

4

Complete the booking form.
Be sure to ‘review order’ and click ‘complete checkout’ at the end.

5

A confirmation email will be sent to you
– please check your junk/spam folder and add
noreply@scottishlandandestates.co.uk to your safe email list.




Key events

Headline sponsor:

Annual Conference

Gearing up for change in rural Scotland
 Wed 27 May  9.00am–5.00pm  Assembly Rooms, Edinburgh
Our flagship annual conference is a must-attend event for anyone with an interest in rural Scotland
and one of this year’s keynote speakers is Professor Dieter Helm. The event will offer insight,
practical tips and a fantastic networking opportunity with over 300 delegates from across the
sector. This year’s topic ‘gearing up for change in rural Scotland’ will showcase real examples of
innovation from land-based businesses who are not only tackling climate change but improving
their bottom line. You will also hear from landowners and tenants who have a real understanding
of their market and have successfully diversified. All of this, along with experts on carbon trading,
forestry and more, will ensure you will leave the event full of practical ideas and steps you can take
right now to help you gear up for change.
Cost: £80 + vat members/£64 + vat early bird members/£180 + vat non-members/£144 + vat early
bird non-members. Price includes lunch and refreshments. Please book online via our website.
Sponsored by:
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Annual General Meeting
– members only

 Tue 28 April  10.30am–2.30pm
 Perth Racecourse
Our AGM offers you the chance to hear
about the work we have carried out on your
behalf and our successes in 2019 as well as the
challenges and opportunities that lie ahead. As
an SLE member, you can have your say on the
work carried out on your behalf.
Cost: £35 + vat members only, includes
networking lunch and refreshments.
Please book online via our website.

Sponsored by:

Seminar – Werritty report on grouse
moor management – members only

Members’ reception
@ Royal Highland Show

 Feb-March various dates
 Scotland-wide and London

 Thurs 18 June  11.30am–2.00pm
 Edinburgh

This is a crucial opportunity for you as a
member to hear the detail and the implications
of the recently published Werritty report on the
future of grouse moor management in Scotland.
This includes muirburn, the use of medicated grit
and mountain hare culling. There will also be a
panel of experts to answer your questions and
to hear your views.
Cost: Free for members, booking is essential.
Please book online via our website.

Join us at our social event of the summer! Enjoy
a drink and some finger food at our spacious
stand while catching up with familiar faces and
making new contacts.You will hear from our
Chairman about the current hot topics and
issues for the sector and SLE colleagues will be
on hand to answer any of your questions. Sorry
we can’t guarantee sunshine!
Cost: Free for members, those wishing
to become members and stakeholders.
There is no need to book this event –
please just turn up on the day and enjoy!

Sponsored by:

Highlands
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Walk & Talk: Award-winning Scourie
Hotel
 Wed 3 June  10.30am–1.00pm
 Sutherland

Walk & Talk: Maximising value from
your timber
 Thurs 13 Feb  10.00am–1.00pm
 Logie Estate & Sawmill, Forres
With the Scottish Government aiming to
increase forest cover over the next few decades,
this is your chance to see long-term, integrated
woodland and forest management in action, as
well as the processing of timber afterwards to
produce a high-quality product.You will learn
more about managing trees and timber, see the
new Logie sawmill and steading and hear the
owners speak about both running the estate
and succession planning.
Cost: Free for members/£15 + vat nonmembers. Please book online via our website.

Seminar: Werritty report on grouse
moor management – members only

 Tues 3 March  2.00–5.00pm  Tomatin
This is a crucial opportunity for you as a member
to hear the detail and the implications of the
recently published Werritty report on the future
of grouse moor management in Scotland. This
includes muirburn, the use of medicated grit and
mountain hare culling. There will also be a panel
of experts to answer your questions and to hear
your views.
Cost: Free for members. Please book online
via our website.
Sponsored by:

This is your exclusive opportunity for a look
behind the scenes and to hear first-hand from
the Scourie Hotel, winner of our Helping it
Happen Tourism Award. The hotel, restaurant and
bars have been transformed. Their own kitchen
garden and smokery, as well as serving local fish,
meat, beer and other produce, ensure a 92%
occupancy rate. Working with local conservation
groups, the hotel is striking the right balance
between great fishing and strong ecology.
Cost: £20 + vat members/£30 + vat
non-members. Includes refreshments. Please
book online via our website.

North East
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Seminar: Werritty report on grouse
moor management – members only
 Wed 4 March  2.00–5.00pm
 Braemar, Aberdeenshire

This is a crucial opportunity for you as a member
to hear the detail and the implications of the
recently published Werritty report on the future
of grouse moor management in Scotland. This
includes muirburn, the use of medicated grit and
mountain hare culling. There will also be a panel
of experts to answer your questions and to hear
Walk & Talk: Habitat restoration in
your views.
the upper Dee catchment - Invercauld
Cost: Free for members. Please book online
Estate
via our website.
 Wed 6 May  10.00am–1.00pm
 Ballater, Aberdeenshire
Sponsored by:
Native tree planting and the use of large woody
structures are just two of the restoration projects
underway on the River Gairn. In partnership with
the Dee Fishery Board and Invercauld Estate, this
event provides an opportunity for landowners
and managers to see and discuss the restoration
works, their importance to salmon fishing
on Deeside and the wider land management
context.
Cost: Free for members/£15 + vat
non-members. Please book online via our
website.

Walk & Talk: Improving the energy
performance of traditional stone-built
houses - Haddo Estate
 March – date tbc  Ellon, Aberdeenshire
Energy efficiency in residential property is a hot
topic. This event is a great opportunity to see and
hear first-hand how to improve energy efficiency
in traditional stone-built houses using different
approaches.You will learn about the challenges
and how to overcome them in a practical
environment.
Cost: Free for members/£15 + vat nonmembers. Please book online via our website.

South East
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Roundtable: Scottish Borders Council
discussion on Local Development Plan
and City Deal
 Mon 23 March  3.00–5.00pm
 Galashiels, Borders

Walk & Talk: Midlothian Partnership
Against Rural Crime, Preston Hall
 Tues 25 Feb  11.30am–3.00pm
 Pathhead, Midlothian
Get practical help and advice to protect your
land and property from criminal activity. Hear
about security measures that can be put in place
to deter criminal activity as well as equipment
that can be used to help detect stolen property.
The new Midlothian Partnership Against Rural
Crime will be officially launched at this event and
will include a farm Walk & Talk that will advise
you how and where safety measures can be
implemented on your property.
Cost: Free for members and stakeholders.
Includes lunch. Please book online via our
website.

Seminar: Werritty report on grouse
moor management – members only
 Tues 17 March  2.00–5.00pm
 Peebles, Borders

This is a crucial opportunity for you as a member
to hear the detail and the implications of the
recently published Werritty report on the future
of grouse moor management in Scotland. This
includes muirburn, the use of medicated grit and
mountain hare culling. There will also be a panel
of experts to answer your questions and to hear
your views.
Cost: Free for members. Please book online
via our website.
Sponsored by:

If you own or manage land in the Borders, don’t
miss this chance to hear the latest from the local
authority on their policies on development and
land use.You will also receive an update on the
City Deal which aims to maximise the delivery
of affordable housing, stimulate private sector
investment and support local jobs in the area.
Cost: Free for members. Please book online
via our website.

Walk & Talk: Diversifying into the
wedding industry, Rosebery Steading
 Thurs 7 May  10.00am–12.30pm
 South Queensferry, Midlothian
With over 27,000 marriages in Scotland
each year, weddings are big business! Take a
look behind the scenes at Rosebery Steading
at Rosebery Estates who have said ‘I do’ to
diversifying into the wedding industry. Hear about
the challenges they overcame, the opportunities
and what to consider before you diversify.
Cost: Free for members/£15 + vat nonmembers. Please book online via our website.

Walk & Talk: Award-winning
Sweethope Farm
 Tues 12 May  10.30am–12.30pm
 Kelso, Borders
This is your exclusive opportunity for a look
behind the scenes and to hear first-hand from
Sweethope Farm, winner of our Helping it
Happen Farming Award. “Without change, you
cannot expect things to get better” is the motto
at Sweethope Farm. Being a part of the Yield
Enhancement Network, and further industry and
farm led trials, has sparked a rethink about how
things are done and how to get the costs down.
Cost: Free for members/£15 + vat nonmembers Please book online via our website.

South West
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Roundtable: Influencing and engaging
with South of Scotland Enterprise

Walk & Talk: award-winning Ayrshire
Food Hub

 Wed 5 Feb  6.00–7.30pm
 Moffat, Dumfries & Galloway

 Wed 20 May  10.30am–1.30pm
 Crossroads, Ayrshire

This is a unique opportunity to hear first-hand
from Professor Russel Griggs, Chair Designate of
South of Scotland Enterprise, about the structure
of the new non-departmental public body
and how members can best engage with and
influence them.
Cost: Free for members. Please book online
via our website.

This is your exclusive opportunity for a look
behind the scenes and to hear first-hand from
Ayrshire Food Hub, winner of our Helping it
Happen Working with Communities Award.
Ayrshire Food Hub is a community-led group in
the agricultural heartland of Ayrshire, making and
selling local produce and providing a community
resource to support health and well-being,
learning and employment in the area. Their new
purpose-built facility houses a farm shop, café,
teaching kitchen and outdoor growing area.
Cost: £20 + vat members/£30 + vat
non-members. Includes lunch. Please book
online via our website.

Walk & Talk: Increasing dairy
efficiency, Coulter Haugh Farm
 Tues 10 March  10.00am–12.30pm
 Coulter, Biggar, Lanarkshire
When the UK milk price was crashing, this
business diversified from sheep and beef to dairy
as another way of turning a profit. Coulter Haugh
Farm is now home to the Kingsbeck Jersey herd.
Take a look behind the scenes and hear how this
farm has increased its dairy efficiency focusing on
soil, nutrition and sileage, herd health - particularly
calf management - and robotic milking.
Cost: Free for members/£15 + vat nonmembers. Please book online via our website.

Walk & Talk: award-winning
Dumfries House
 Tues 21 April  10.30am–2.00pm
 Cumnock, Ayrshire
This is your exclusive opportunity for a look
behind the scenes and to hear first-hand from
the education team at Dumfries House, winner
of our Helping it Happen Education Award.
Welcoming over 8000 participants from schools
across Scotland, Dumfries House in Ayrshire
helps youngsters develop their confidence, whilst
also offering training in real-life skills to help open
up future employment opportunities.
Cost: £20 + vat members/£30 + vat nonmembers. Please book online via our website.

Workshop: Bees! with Buglife
& Wildlife Estates Scotland
 Tues 16 June  10.00am–3.00pm
 Queensberry Estate, Dumfries & Galloway
“If we and the rest of the back-boned animals were
to disappear overnight, the rest of the world would
get on pretty well. But if the invertebrates were to
disappear, the world’s ecosystems would collapse,”
said Sir David Attenborough. See and hear
first-hand how Queensberry Estate is improving
biodiversity and hear from Buglife experts and
Wildlife Estates Scotland as to how you can do
the same.
Cost: Free for members/£15 + vat nonmembers. Please book online via our website.

Central
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Workshop: Aquatic invertebrates! with
Buglife & Wildlife Estates Scotland
 Wed 11 March  10.00am–3.00pm
 Rottal Estate, Kirriemuir
“If we and the rest of the back-boned animals were
to disappear overnight, the rest of the world would
get on pretty well. But if the invertebrates were to
disappear, the world’s ecosystems would collapse,”
said Sir David Attenborough. See and hear firsthand how the re-meandering of the Rottal Burn
is improving biodiversity and hear from Buglife
experts and Wildlife Estates Scotland as to how
you can do the same.
Cost: Free for members/£15 + vat nonmembers. Please book online via our website.

Walk & Talk: Energy efficiency
in housing, Kinnordy Estate
 Thurs 20 Feb  10.30am–12.30pm
 Kirriemuir, Angus
Energy efficiency in residential property is a hot
topic. This event is a great opportunity to see and
hear first-hand how to improve energy efficiency
in housing.You will learn about the challenges
and how to overcome them in a practical
environment.
Cost: Free for members/£15 + vat nonmembers. Please book online via our website.

Walk & Talk: award-winning Durie
Farms
Seminar: Werritty report on grouse
moor management – members only

 Thurs 27 Feb  10.30am–12.30pm
 Leven, Fife

This is a fantastic opportunity for a look behind
the scenes and to hear first-hand from Durie
This is a crucial opportunity for you as a member Farms, winner of our Helping it Happen Farming
Award. It’s not been easy, but Durie Farms’
to hear the detail and the implications of the
recently published Werritty report on the future commitment to a ‘soil-centric’ approach to
sustainable farming is paying off in a profitable
of grouse moor management in Scotland. This
includes muirburn, the use of medicated grit and business, with wider environmental benefits.
Cost: Free for members/£15 + vat nonmountain hare culling. There will also be a panel
of experts to answer your questions and to hear members. Please book online via our website.
your views.
Cost: Free for members. Please book online
via our website.
 Thurs 20 Feb  2.00–5.00pm  Perth

Sponsored by:

Contacts
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Events

Jane Laing
Events Co-ordinator
 0131 653 5419 (Direct Dial)
 events@scottishlandandestates.co.uk
For more information on the work we are doing in your region, please contact your
Regional Support Officer:

South East

North East

Central

South West

Scott Petrie
Central Regional Support Officer
 0131 653 5430 (Direct Dial)
 scott.petrie@
scottishlandandestates.co.uk

Clare Sturla
Regional Support Officer
 0131 653 5424 (Direct Dial)
 clare.sturla@
scottishlandandestates.co.uk

Highland

Nadia Flaherty
Membership Co-ordinator
 0131 653 5421 (Direct Dial)
 nadia.flaherty@
scottishlandandestates.co.uk

Clare Sturla
South East Regional Support Officer
 0131 653 5424 (Direct Dial)
 clare.sturla@
scottishlandandestates.co.uk

Megan Rowland
Highland Regional Support Officer
 0131 653 5400
 megan.rowland@
scottishlandandestates.co.uk

Fiona Van Aardt
North East Regional Support Officer
 0131 653 5400
 fiona.vanaardt@
scottishlandandestates.co.uk

Please check our website for the final details of our events as changes to existing events can occur
and new events may be added.
Our event booking terms & conditions are available on our website.

t: 0131 653 5400
f: 0131 653 5401
e: info@scottishlandandestates.co.uk
www.scottishlandandestates.co.uk
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